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Good morning! Welcometo New City! My name is Kevin Haah, one of the
pastors here.

WEe' ve been studying through Ephesians. We are in amiddle of a series called
Gospel Driven Change.

Let’sread Ephesians 5:1-6:

Beimitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live alife of love, just as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. *
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of
impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people.  Nor should
there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather
thanksgiving. ° For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such
aman is an idolate—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. °Let no
one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on
those who are disobedient.

Last week we talked about God’ s agape love. Agape means unconditional self-
sacrificial love. We talked about the reality that God not only agapes, but heis Agape.
Heisunconditiona self-sacrificial love. He can’t help but to love you and me. It'swho
Heis. It doesn’'t matter what we do or don’t do. Hislovefor usisconstant. You can't
earn hislove, because heislove, and you can't lose hislove, because heislove. When
we fully receive his love, when we get life from hislove, we can stop being the black
hole that triesto suck life out of everything around us, but become a supernova where we
are exploding light and life.

| would like to think and talk about nothing but the beauty of hislove and how we
can mimic that love, how that love will free us.

But, thereisabut. Paul goesonto aBUT.



It's like a bucket of cold water thrown at usin the middle of a great worship
experience. It’slike coming down from the mountain top experience to face the reality of
life. At onetime Jesustook 3 of his closest disciples up to the mountain top, and they
had the most amazing experience. They saw Jesustalking to Moses and Elija. They
loved the experience so much, they didn’t want to come down. But, Jesus took them
down. And thefirst thing they faced was aboy who was possessed by evil spirit. They
faced thereality of real life. They had moreto learn.

In the same way, verses 1-2 are like the mountain top. What is more awesome
than God’slove? Yet, Paul goeson. I've mediated on this passage for some time, and
I’ ve come to the conclusion that this passage is huge. This passage is so important to a
biblical understanding of the gospel. (that’s one of the reasons | love teaching through
the book. We can't skip passages that make us feel uncomfortable. 1t makes us seethe
whole word of God, not just the words that we like and agree with).

Let’s see what this passage teaches us. It teaches us (1) the importance of
pursuing holiness; (2) some key ingredients of holiness; and (3) the power to pursue this
holiness.

1. It teaches us about the importance of pursuing holiness.

Sometimes, when you look at all the churches out there, you can divide them into:
churches that focus on verses 1-2 and churches that focus on 3-6. Generally, many
liberal churches focus on verses 1-2, talking about God' s love, how he loves everyone,
and how loving everyone is the focus on Christianity. They also talk about grace. It's
beautiful. They teach people to tolerate one another, not to judge anyone, and accept
everyone and respect everyone. They become relativistic about right and wrong.
“Everyone should determine what is right and wrong for themselves.” What’s wrong
with that? Well, it isnot all that Jesus taught. It isnot all that his apostles taught. Itisan
incomplete gospel. Paul warns of that here. He talks about the importance of living a
mora life.

But, there are also churches that focus on living a mora life, on sexua ethics,
purities, greed, and obscenity—churches that focus on righteous living. “Look what it

says here: these immoral people will not inherit the kingdom of God. So, we better shape



up.” But the problem isthat we relegate love of God and grace of God as something we
have to earn. We better shape up if we want God to bless us and accept us. We see God
as holy but not aslove. We seethejustice of God but we don’t see his grace. If we just
focus on moral living, we will end up either creating alot of rules (very tangible rules) to
figure out whether we deserve God'’ s blessings or not and if we lived up to it, we feel
somewhat superior and deserving (and we get angry at God if he does not bless us the
way we fedl that we deserve) or we will end up in despair because we know we fell short
of God’srules, or we just fake it and become a hypocrite.

Neither the grace approach nor the moral approach isthe whole gospel. The
whole gospel is both/and. It is both God of agape love and God of holiness and justice.
That’swhat Paul is getting at in today’s passage. Yes, God islove; BUT, he says. BUT.
There shouldn’t be sexual immorality, greed and impurity. We should be pursuing
holiness. How important isit?

He says, “no immoral, impure or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ
and of God.” He accentuates this by saying emphasizing that thisis sure. And he says
again, let no one deceive you. How do we reconcile this with what he has been saying—
that we have been saved by God'’ s grace and not our works?

It does not mean that if you sinin your life, you will not inherit the Kingdom of
God (accepted by God). If that isthe case, what he has been saying is completely
irreconcilable. No one will be able to inherit. It meansthat God’ s love has entered your
heart, and if you have received that love and grace, and understand it, you have entered
into aprocess of transformation. God is starting to change you. You can’t help but to be
changed. However, if you do not demonstrate change in your life, if thereisno fruit, if
there is no evidence of the process of God’' s work in your life, if nothing changed, then
you don't redlly believe in what God has done for you. That’swhat heis saying. Your
faithif it iswithout work is dead. You don’'t haveto haveit al together, but Jesusin
your life must bear fruit. That'swhat the Scripture tells us: the fruit of the Spirit isjoy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. 1f you don’t
demonstrate fruit, you don’'t have thetree! You just theoretically have thetree. You just
hang around the tree. You don’'t haveit.

That’s why James says in James 2:14-19:



“What good isit, my brothers, if aman claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save him? *° Suppose a brother or sister iswithout clothes and daily food. *° If
one of you saysto him, “Go, | wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about his physical needs, what good isit? ” In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not
accompanied by action, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “Y ou have faith; | have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by what | do. **You
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

You seg, real faith resultsin works. You are not saved by works, you are saved
by faith; but saving faith always results in transformation of your heart and changes your
life and results in works, resultsin purity, results in demonstration of grace to others.

Believing that God existing is not the saving faith; he says even the demons
believe that and shudder. They probably even believe that God is love, but they have not
received God' s love into their lives because when we do so, the Spirit of God changes us
and bears fruit.

Paul has been explaining Christianity from the beginning—God’ s love and grace
and how that changes our lives. Now, he wantsto tell it to us from theend. If thereisno
transformation happening in your life, you are just a grace abuser, and are not saved.

Another way to seethisisthat the goa of Christian lifeis holiness and love
because God is holy and God islove. If we are not moving towards this direction, you
arejust abusing God'’s grace.

As | was studying this passage, | was slayed by the Holy Spirit. He convicted that
grace without discipleship is not Christianity. Y ou can't accept God' s grace by faith in
your life without committing to follow him and putting yourself in the process of
discipleship. You can't just be a Sunday Christian and be a Christian. You can’t just be
lukewarm Christian and be a Christian. You can’t just say, I'll be amoderate Christian
and be a Christian. You can’'t be anormal Christian and let others be fully committed
Chrigtians. These are all forms of grace-abuse. The only way to be a Christian isto
realize God' s love for us, and fully submit our livesto God, go 100% for God, and begin
to run towards sanctification, to holiness and love and grace. We might fall. We might
fall many times, but we need to make progress. You can't just say, God is going to
forgive me and continue your life of sin. The bible says that is a deception of the devil.
Isn’t that what it says here?



[11.  What isthe motivation to be holy?

Paul says becauseit is out of place and improper for God’s holy people. Again,
the motivation is not so that we will become accepted by God; he says, we are God’ s holy
people and it isimproper for usto act in that way. So, again, he shows us that our action
isdriven by our gospel identity. We are accepted first by God's grace; that bring us a
new identity; and we live by that new identity. And that identity isthat we are God’s
holy people. God seeks to make us holy.

The passage about not inheriting the kingdom of God is not, even if you are a
Chrigtian, if you don’t do this, you will not make it to heaven. That’s not thelogic. Itis
if you don’t show any fruits, if you separate your faith from following Jesus, it shows that
you are not a believer.

Our motivation is not to earn our salvation. That's aready done. Our motivation
comes from the gospdl. It comes from his love, which leads to a new identity, and a new
lifein Christ.



